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Michael Osborne is Professor of Adult and Lifelong Learning at the University of Glasgow, and Director
of Research in the School of Education. He is also Director of the Centre for Research and Development
in Adult and Lifelong Learning within the School of Education and Co-director of the PASCAL
Observatory on Place Management, Social Capital and Lifelong Learning. He was founding convenor
of the research and teaching group on Social Justice, Place and Lifelong Learning within the School.
His main interests in research are: the role of education in international development, urban big data,
universities’ engagement with communities, widening participation to higher education, teaching and
learning in higher education, the VET/HE interface and the development of learning cities and regions.
He holds a BSc in Chemistry with Mathematics, a PhD in Organic Chemistry and a Cert Ed in Further
Education.

He is closely linked internationally to specialist groups concerned with lifelong learning within
Universitas 21 network of research-intensive universities, and to organisations with strong
connections in Africa and Asia Including UNESCO’s Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) and the Asia
Europe Meeting Forum for Lifelong Learning (ASEM LLL Hub). He is co-convenor of a collaborative
group within the Universitas 21 group on research universities and their regions. With UIL he has been
an adviser in the development of their Global Learning Cities Network, and continues to work closely
with UIL in this field through the Learning Cities Network developed within the PASCAL Observatory,
which brings cities from all continents together to develop urban learning strategies. He produced the
main Briefing Paper for the 2019 4™ International Conference on Learning Cities in Medellin. With
ASEM LLL Hub he is a co-convenor of its research networks on Lifelong Learning policies with Dr Han
Min of the Ministry of Education in China. He is collaborating partner in a Jean Monnet Network on
the role of Education to the SDGs in the Asia-Pacific.

He has been a Pl of the recently completed, British Academy GCRF-funded project, Strengthening
Urban Engagement of Universities in Asia and Africa with three Asian and three African partners. He
is also Co-l within the RCUK GCRF funded Global Centre for Sustainable, Healthy Learning Cities and
Neighbourhoods, which as three African and four Asian partner countries and in this centre he has a
responsibility of capacity strengthening in the global south and for links with the University of Rwanda.
He is a Co-l within the ESRC funded Urban Big Data Centre within which he has co- ordinated projects
on education, place and disadvantage and on learning city metrics.

He has been Pl of many large-scale international collaborative projects. Most notable from 2008-13
was a study of universities and regional engagement in 19 cities and regions around the world (the
PURE project), which included Gaborone in Botswana and the country of Lesotho. He has conducted
many projects funded by the EC, most recently two projects respectively concerned with Learning
Communities of Practice (DISCUSS) and University Adult Learning in Mid-life (LETAE). Previous relevant
research includes projects concerned with Quality in Learning Regions (R3L+), developing a reservoir
of Best Practice in Learning Regions (Eurolocal) and on Innovation in HE, which included case studies
of internationalization of HE in China and Malaysia and of MOOC development internationally. Earlier
projects have included the development of Audit Tools for Stakeholders within Learning Regions
(Indicators project under the Network of Learning Regions (R3L) programme) and projects that
develop related Learning Audits for Regions (Lilara), and a Sustainable Network of Learning
regions/cities (PENR3L); a major ESRC TLRP project on the Social and Organisation Mediation of
University Learning (SOMUL).

He has carried out a number of consultancies for national and international agencies including
UNESCO, Council of Europe, Universities UK, the Higher Education Academy, and Learndirect Scotland.
He has been an adviser and evaluator of programmes at a number of universities around the world,



and a keynote speaker at many international events. He has been the supervisor of some 20 PhD
students in Education, many undertaking inter-disciplinary studies in the fields of health and urban
studies.
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